
Artistic Expression – Safe Passage Rock 

SAFE PASSAGE REST AREA CONCEPT SAFE PASSAGE ROCK INSTALLATION SECTION 



Artistic Expression – Safe Passage Rock 
GRANDFATHER STONE 
The turtle (Mzhiikenh, in the Ojibwe language) is legendary to First Nation people. After the 
Great Flood, Mzhiikennh offered its back, its shell, for the sacred earth to be placed upon. The 
Winds from the Four Directions blew and blew and the Earth grew and grew. It became North 
America, the homeland of all First Nations people and called by many as Turtle Island. You are 
now standing on the back of the Great Turtle. Mshiikenh is honoured to carry the “Mishomis Sin” 
Grandfather Stone. The original Mishomis Sin was located not far from here along the Detroit 
River and was honoured by the First Nations people who were grateful for passing safely across 
Lake Erie. Missionaries Galinee and Dollier destroyed this sacred stone when they journeyed up 
the Detroit River for the first time in 1670. The stone used here is a limestone glacial erratic that 
was found during the excavation of the Herb Gray Parkway. 
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